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• Moving from compliance to service

• Providing value to states and districts

• Addressing new questions about privacy

Making Data Work for Students: 
The Federal Role

People won’t use data unless it is 
both valuable and trustworthy.



How do I know if  my students are learning the material? 
How can I improve my teaching?

Data Answer Key Questions

Is my child on track to graduate ready for opportunities? 

Teachers

Are more of  our students prepared for college and 
careers than last year?

Public

Are colleges, universities producing enough graduates 
with right degrees or skills to meet the employer’s needs?

School 
leaders

Policy
makers

Parents

How are the schools in my community performing?



THE BIG IDEA
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Making Data Work for Students: 
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What is student data and who uses it?





Who Uses Student Data? 



10 Actions to Ensure Effective Data Use: 2005  2011 

Effective Data Use: State Progress



10 Actions to Ensure Effective Data Use: 2011

Effective Data Use: State Progress

 2014 
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• Addressing new questions about privacy

Making Data Work for Students: 
The Federal Role

As more education data becomes 
accessible and is being used, new 

questions about privacy arise.



A Journey Through Time
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2014 State Legislative Activity

110 bills related to 
student data privacy 

in 36 states.

27 laws passed 

in 20 states.



2015 State Legislative Activity

188 bills related to 
student data privacy 

in 47 states.

28 laws passed 

in 15 states.



112 bills related to 
student data privacy 

in 34 states.

2016 State Legislative Activity

17 laws passed 

in 14 states.



410 bills related to 
student data privacy 

in 49 states.

Summary of State Legislative 
Activity

72 laws passed 

in 36 states.



Student Data Privacy: State Legislative 
Trends
2014: regulating government collection of 
student data
2015: regulating student data collection by 
education technology providers
2016: continuing to govern service providers 
and revisiting existing privacy laws



• Moving from compliance to service

• Providing value to states and districts

• Addressing new questions about privacy

Making Data Work for Students: 
The Federal Role

Recommendations for Federal 
Policymakers



Four Policy Priorities to Make 
Data Work for Students



What Federal Policymakers Should 
Do

Be clear about what you want to achieve for students 
and have the data to ensure it gets done.

Measure What Matters:

• Conduct a review of federal data collections and sunset all 
unnecessary or duplicative collections.



What Federal Policymakers Should 
Do

Provide teachers and leaders the flexibility, training, and 
support they need to answer their questions and take action.

Make Data Use Possible:

• Get your data house in order and better align regulations, 
laws, communications, and messaging across agencies. 

• Break down federal data silos. 



What Federal Policymakers Should 
Do

Ensure that every community understands how its schools and students 
are doing, why data is valuable, and how it is protected and used.

Be Transparent and Earn Trust:

• Produce timely public indicators based on stakeholders’ 
questions.

• Promote greater federal transparency to help families 
understand how the federal government collects, uses, and 
protects data.



What Federal Policymakers Should 
Do

Provide teachers and parents timely information on their students 
and make sure it is kept safe.

Guarantee Access and Protect Privacy:

• Build capacity at the federal level to use data effectively 
while safeguarding privacy.
 Expand the ability of the Department of Education to 

provide expert guidance and help to the field (support 
the Privacy Technical Assistance Center)

• Provide incentives for states and districts to build capacity 
for effective data use.



Aimee Rogstad Guidera 
President and CEO
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